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WatManSup, 
Integrated Water Management Support Methodologies  
 
The challenge to manage our water resources in a sustain-
able and appropriate manner is growing. Water related dis-
asters are not accepted anymore and societies expect more 
and more that water is always available at the right moment 
and at the desired quantity and quality.  
 
Current water management practices are still focused on 
reacting to events occurred in the past: the re-active ap-
proach. At many international high level ministerial and sci-
entific meetings a call for more strategic oriented water man-
agement, the pro-active approach, has been advocated. 
Despite these calls such a pro-active approach is hardly 
adopted by water managers and policy makers  
 
Water managers and decisions makers are aware about the 
necessity of this paradigm shift: from a re-active towards a 
pro-active approach, but are confronted with the lack of ap-
propriate methodologies.  
 
To be prepared for the 
paradigm shift Integrated 
Water Management Sup-
port Methodologies 
(IWMSM) are needed that 
go beyond the traditional 
operational support tools. 
Note that these IWMSM 
are more than only tools, 
but include conceptual 
issues, theories, combin-
ing technical and socio-
economic aspects.  
 
Two Partner for Water countries, Turkey and Kenya, have 
approached the Dutch consortium to assist them in this para-
digm-shift to pro-active water management.  

Integrated Water Management Support Methodologies (IWMSM)
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The first country is Turkey  
where water scarcity is one of 
the major challenges to eco-
nomic development. For one 
river basin, the Gediz Basin, this 

water scarcity has in-
creased over the last dec-
ades and the country is  
looking for IWMSM that 
can help to develop their 
water action plans.  
 
 
The second country to focus on 
is Kenya, where both very dry 
and very wet areas can be found. 
Especially the area around Kitui-
town will be used for the project 
to identify how IWMSM can be 
implemented. 

 
 
The WatManSup project 
has started in June 
2006 and will be com-
pleted in June 2007.  
 

 
More information can be found on the project website: 
www.futurewater.nl/watmansup. 

Kitui catchment
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